
 
 
Saturday November 9 @ 6:00pm 
Humanities Washington Program 
Who was Chief Seattle? by David Buerge. 
 
Chief Seattle wrote nothing down during his life, yet his words—both real and imagined—are known 
throughout the world. The result is a man made up of both historical and fictional aspects, from which 
conflicting messages can be gleaned. 
 
David M. Buerge, a biographer and a historian to the Duwamish Tribe, Seattle’s mother’s people, spent 
more than 20 years exploring the man from a variety of sources to reveal a leader of epic character. He 
was a warrior, an orator, a benefactor, and a visionary who helped found the city that bears his name, 
Seattle, the largest city in the world named after a Native American. 
 
Chief Seattle’s vision was ambitious: a prosperous, multiracial city. But toward the end of Seattle’s life, 
he saw that vision become a tragedy. In the current century, is Seattle the city edging any closer to the  
 
In addition to the Sacred Cedar program, David will be giving a workshop on cedar bark weaving on 
Saturday November 23 and attending the Red Cedar Circle Meeting on Monday November 25. For more 
information contact Andy Reed at windriveracupuncture@gmail.com 
 
 
About Humanities Washington 
 
Humanities Washington sparks conversation and critical thinking using story as a catalyst, nurturing 
thoughtful and engaged communities across our state. For more about Humanities Washington, visit 
www.humanities.org. 
 
About the Humanities Washington Speakers Bureau 
 
In communities throughout Washington State, Speakers Bureau presenters give free public 
presentations on history, politics, music, philosophy, spiritual traditions, and everything in between. 
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Our roster of 33 Speakers Bureau presenters is made up of professors, artists, activists, historians, 
performers, journalists, and others—all chosen not only for their expertise, but also for their ability to 
inspire discussion with people of all ages and backgrounds. Hundreds of Speakers Bureau events take 
place each year. Each talk lasts about an hour. 
 
To reach as many Washingtonians as possible, we partner with a wide range of organizations, including 
libraries, schools, museums, historical societies, retirement homes, community centers, and civic 
organizations. These organizations host and publicize the events. 
 
Find a Speakers Bureau event near you. We also encourage nonprofit organizations to host a speaker. 
 
Speakers Bureau is made possible with support from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the 
State of Washington via the Office of the Secretary of State, the Thomas S. Foley Institute for Public 
Policy and Public Service at Washington State University, and generous contributions from other 
businesses, foundations, and individuals. 
 
 
 


